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Component Standard Matrix
Forensic Anthropology (FAnth)


	University:
	

	Award Title:
	

	Level: (Please tick)
	L3 – 6 ☐,       L4 - 6 ☐,        L4 – 7 ☐        or         L7 ☐

	Name:
	
	Email
	

	Contact Number:
	
	CSFS Membership No:
	



Purpose
To equip students with an understanding of the theory and practical application of anthropology used in forensic practice whilst operating within a quality management system.
General Outcomes

Acquiring a good standard in forensic osteology and anthropology is only possible if a significant proportion of the course involves working with a large range of human skeletal remains or in some situations, casts used to replace excavated bones.  It is not enough for a student to view just one skeleton.


The Programme shall be designed to enable students to:
	
	Component Standard Requirement
	Extra Information
	Core Modules and Years
	Examples

	
	
	This represents further suggestions, where applicable and clarification of the component standard – It is anticipated that this will be periodically reviewed to reflect developments in current practice.
	Meets component Standard
Fully (F) or Partially (P)

Please indicate what Year of Course
	Please give at least two examples where the modules meet the component standard to show progression and indicate how the component standard is developed over the years[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For each example, please provide brief, but sufficient details to help the assessors e.g. Module X: lecture on (and give brief description of lecture content) and practical on (and brief overview of practical, particularly the aspects that cover the component standard).  An example for Component Standard 1 might be: Module C84: students are expected to make notes in their laboratory notebooks which are signed off by the session leader every week.  Module C86: students carry out a 10 week independent research project.  Their laboratory notebooks are assessed, this mark contributing 15% of the module mark.] 

e.g. module X = Lecture & Practical
module Y = Tutorial & Workshop

	1
	Demonstrate a thorough understanding of the normal human skeletal form and its variation between and within populations.
	
	
	

	2
	Describe the biological processes that govern bone production and remodelling, including the biomolecular unit and the key differences between different bone types.
	
	
	

	3
	Demonstrate an understanding of the physiological and structural interactions between the soft and hard tissues.
	
	
	

	4
	Demonstrate an appreciation of the differences between the human and faunal skeletal form, including isolated and fragmented bones.
	
	
	

	5
	Demonstrate an appreciation of the differences between the adult and non-adult skeleton, including isolated and fragmented bones.
	
	
	

	6
	Describe the methods of differentiating bone which may be of forensic significance from bone of historical or ancient contexts.
	
	
	

	7
	Discuss the principles of the creation of an osteological profile, including the underlying biological principles and the formation and application of metric and morphological techniques.
	
	
	

	8
	Demonstrate the ability to accurately perform a range of techniques for determining biological sex, age-at-death, ancestry, and stature from the human skeleton, including from isolated and fragmented bones.
	
	
	

	9
	Demonstrate the ability to identify pathological and traumatic features on bone, describe their potential aetiology, and provide differential diagnoses where appropriate, and differentiate these features from a range of non-metric traits.
	
	
	

	10
	Discuss the concept and key processes of taphonomic change, and explain how it can affect the accuracy, precision, and interpretation of results from anthropological techniques of analysis.
	
	
	

	11
	Understand the potential and describe the limitations of advanced analytical techniques that may be applied to the skeleton to garner further information pertinent to identification in the forensic context (e.g. DNA, stable isotopes, Imaging modalities, enamel peptides, GMM).
	

	
	

	12
	Understand the history and ethical practice of forensic anthropology, including recent debates surrounding sex/gender, race/ancestry and decolonisation, and marginalised communities.
	
	
	

	13
	Critically evaluate the application of anthropological methods within the forensic context using case study examples.
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